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rd of US drivers of legal drinking age supported lowering the legal BAC

d for driving.

,63.9% of respondents indicated that lowering the BAC to .05% would have

>t on their decisions to drink and drive.

50% of respondents lacked accurate knowledge of their state's BAC
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Abstract

Introduction

Although the number of alcohol-impaired driving (AID) fatalities has declined over the
past several years, AID continues to be a serious public health problem in the United
States. The purpose of this effort was to gain a better understanding of the U.S. driving
population's perceptions and thoughts about the impacts of lowering the blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) driving standard below .08% on AID, health, and other outcomes.

MRytrise _ Export |

The project team completed this task through a questionnaire administered to a
) igi"féﬂwerepresentative sample of licensed drivers in the United States (n=1,011) who
were of legal age to consume alcohol (age 21 or older). The questionnaire topics were:
driving hakits, alcohol consumption habits, drinking and driving habits, attitudes about
drinking and driving, experiences with and opinions of drinking and driving laws, opinions
about strategies to reduce drinking and driving, general concerns about traffic safety

issues, and demographics.

Results

Appendix A. Supplementary data
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One-third of participants supported lowering the legal BAC standard, and participants
rated a BAC standard of .05% to be moderately acceptable on average. Overall, 63.9%
of respondents indicated that lowering the BAC to .05% would have no effect on their
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5 BAC standard.
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dort for lowering the BAC standard was moderate and was at least partially
xfs about the impacts of a change in the BAC standard. The results suggest
ortunity exists for better educating the U.S. driving population about existing
and the implications for lowering the BAC level on traffic injury prevention.

pplications

‘esults are useful for state traffic safety professionals and policy makers to
‘er understanding of the public's perceptions of and thoughts about BAC
Given the relationship between perceived impacts and public support for
e BAC standard, there is a clear need for more research into the effects of
e BAC standard on crashes, arrests, AID behavior, and alcohol-related

option to locate/access this article:

ou have access
wr login credentials
titution

Get Full Text Elsewhere

nding author at: UMTRI, Behavioral Sciences Group, 2901 Baxter Rd., Ann Arbor, Ml 48103,
ates.
nal Safety Council and Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

by is a Research Professor and Head of the Behavioral Sciences Group of

sity of Michigan Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI) where he has
oo wonang since 1993. He is also the Director of the Center for Advancing
Transportation Leadership and Safety (ATLAS Center), a University Transportation
Center sponsored by the US Department of Transportation. He holds a doctorate degree
in experimental psychology from the University of California, Santa Barbara. He has also
held a postdoctoral fellowship in the Department of Cognitive Sciences at the University
of California, Irvine. While at UMTRI, Dr. Eby's research has focused on reducing the
number of deaths and injuries associated with motor-vehicle crashes by conducting
behavioral research that improves the safety of automobile transportation. An important
component of this work has been to improve the safety and mobility of older drivers. Dr.
Eby is a former convener for the Transportation and Aging Interest Group of
Gerontological Society of America (GSA) and is a fellow of GSA. He is a former
Associate Editor of the journal Accident Analysis and Prevention and the lead author of a
book called Maintaining Safe Mobility in an Aging Society.

Note to users:

Uncorrected proofs are Articles in Press that have been copy edited and formatted, but
have not been finalized yet. They still need to be proof-read and corrected by the
author(s) and the text could still change before final publication.

Although uncorrected proofs do not have all bibliographic details available yet, they can
already be cited using the year of online publication and the DOI, as follows: author(s),
article title, Publication (year), DOI. Please consult the journal's reference style for the
exact appearance of these elements, abbreviation of journal names and use of
punctuation.

When the final article is assigned to volumes/issues of the Publication, the Article in
Press version will be removed and the final version will appear in the associated

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S002243751730213X 2/5


javascript:void(0);
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ShoppingCartURL&_method=add&_eid=1-s2.0-S002243751730213X&originContentFamily=serial&_origin=article&_ts=1504702840&md5=e83dcae2bf5f2fea5e1922d5154e4257
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/search

9/6/2017 Perceptions of alcohol-impaired driving and the blood alcohol concentration standard in the United States

Search ScienceDirect Advanced search

Recommended

No articles found.

Citing articles ((

Related book cc

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S002243751730213X 3/5


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/search

9/6/2017 Perceptions of alcohol-impaired driving and the blood alcohol concentration standard in the United States

Search ScienceDirect Advanced search

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S002243751730213X 4/5


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/search

9/6/2017 Perceptions of alcohol-impaired driving and the blood alcohol concentration standard in the United States

About ScienceDirect Remote access Shopping cart Contact and support Terms and conditions Privacy policy

Cookies are used by this site. For more information, visit the cookies page.

Copyright © 2017 Elsevier B.V. or its licensors or contributors. ScienceDirect ® is a registered trademark of Elsevier B.V.

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S002243751730213X 5/5


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/search
http://www.elsevier.com/
http://www.elsevier.com/solutions/sciencedirect
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/activateaccess
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=ShoppingCartURL&_method=display&_zone=TopNavBar&_origin=article&md5=98a3e89aa38c5044516e5e4ca8b64e74
https://service.elsevier.com/app/contact/supporthub/sciencedirect/
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/elsevier-website-terms-and-conditions
http://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy
https://www.elsevier.com/solutions/sciencedirect/support/cookies
http://www.relx.com/

